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Department of the Serbian General Staff, Major Tanko-
sitch, who was one of the most famous comitadji leaders,
and a large number of other officers. It was regarded pri-
marily as a group of military men, but it also included a
considerable number of civilian officials, among whom were
at least three employees in the Serbian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.38 Prince Alexander at the outset favored it. He
is said to have contributed 26,000 dinars toward the support
of its newspaper organ, Piedmont, to have made various
presents to the officers, and to have paid the expenses of
Dimitrijevitch's illness in the fall of 1912. But when he
intimated that he would like to be made head of it, the offi-
cers for various reasons did not take the hint; this rebuff
wounded the Prince's pride and was the beginning of an
estrangement which widened when he sided with the
Pashitch Radical Party against the "Black Hand" in the
so-called "priority-question." 39
* This "priority-question" arose after the Balkan Wars
out of a dispute between the military and civilian officials
38 Milan Gavrilovitch, No. 406; Y. Smutch, No. 420; and 8, Simitdh,
No. 467, according to the partial list of members identified by Dr. Bogitr
chevitch, Le Proces de Salonique, pp. 53-58, He includes also in the list,
though without giving his number, the name of Mr. Pashitch's nephew,
Milutin Jovanovitch, formerly Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, then Serbian Charge d'Affaires at Berlin in 1914, and later Serbian
Minister to Switzerland. For other details oa the rules and membership
of the "Black Hand," see above ch. £L, p. 86 fi.
39Bogitehevitch, Le Proces de Salonique, pp. 7ft.; 34; Protocol of
the Salonica Trial, p. 195. Shortly before the assasins left Belgrade, Prince
Alexander visited the Government Printing Office, with the Director, Zhi-
vojin Dachitch, an ardent Serbian nationalist. Here he was made acquainted
with Chabrinovitch whom Dachitch had employed as a typesetter. Ques-
tioned after his arrest concerning this meeting, Chabrinovitch admitted
it, but then suddenly refused to answer any further questions, as if fearing
to incriminate Prince Alexander. These circumstances, together with
evidence collected by the Austrians in Belgrade during the War, have
suggested to some writers the possibility that Dachitch and Prince Alex-
ander may have known something of the assassination plot; cp. Pharos,
pp. 6,11; and the articles by A. von Wegerer and Friedrich von Wiesner in
KSF, IV, 485-489, 639-661, July, Sept. 1926. But-this cannot be regarded
as definitely established.

